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You are a thinking thing, you add, (a thinking substance,' so
re you given to grandiloquent language. I rejoice, I con-
gratulate you: but no further. Yet you want to go on and you
summon up your spirits for the last time.

' I am,' you say,  ' a thinking substance, and know that /, a
thinking substance exist, and I have a clear and distinct conception
of this thinking substance.    Yet I do not know that body exists, nor
any of those things which pertain to the, concept of corporeal substance.
Nay, body does not exist, nor any corporeal thing.   I have renounced
all that.   Therefore the knowledge of the existence of a thinking thing
<?r of an existing thinking thing, does not depend on the knowledge of
the existence of body, or of an existing body.    Therefore since I exist,
and exist as a thinking body, and body does not exist, I am not a
body.    Therefore I am a mind.    These are the things that compel
my assent, since there is nothing in them  that is not   coherent
and reasoned to form evident principles according to the lau's of
Logic!

0 swan-like strain I   But why didnt you talk like this before ?
Why did you not clearly and intelligibly remove afar off that former
renunciation of yours ?    I have reason to complain of you, seeing you
allowed us to wander long here, nay you led me by pathless and
impassable places, when you could have brought me to the goal with
a single step.   I have reason to be wroth and, unless you were my
friend, to vent all my spleen upon you, for you have not been so
candid and handsome as you used to be; nay you are keeping some-
thing entirely to yourself and not going shares in it with me.    You
are amazed ?   I shan't detain you long.    Here is the source of my
complaint.    Shortly before, just a few steps back, you asked who that
you was whom you knew.    Now not only do you know who you are
but you have a clear and distinct concept of that.    Either you were
concealing something, and were pretending ignorance,  because you
were very cunning; or you have some subterranean code of truth
and certainty which you are keeping out of vieiv.    Though I prefer,
if you point to this hidden source., to be curious rather than cross.
Whence, pray tell me, comes that clear and distinct concept of
thinking substance ?   If it is owing to tJie words employed, to the
facts themselves, that it is so clear and evident, I shall ask you again
and again to show me that concept, so clear and distinct as it is, if
only once, in vrder that I may fashion myself anew from one glimpse
of it, especially since it is practically from it alone that we expect to
find out the truth, which is costing us such toil to discover.